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hing big!
So sang Frank Sinatea or some such crooner

“This could be the start of some
afew years ago.

He could have been singing about The
Riders Association of Triumph, the
organisation for today's Triumph rider.
With thousands of new Triumphs alrcady
on the road and the actory moving into the

next phase ofits development, RAT'
19 become an important part of Triumph
owiership.

s poised

s the official factory. riders club, with
membérs all-ovor the world, we have the resources o offer an unpail
leled packageof benefis, scrvices andaetivities and by joining the clubin

it rly diya Youiare perfccly placed o cliim yodr3hare of theaétion.

“This frst edion of thetelub's magazine siould give y GBS of same
of the gond el foc all RAT menibers - whateuer their choicé of
Triumh o eyle F g, e s 1 sl clendar o
eventsreports of e sceivites and eatyres covering all aspécts of the
‘world of Triumph owiiersi.

Fromlocal cxening ris to major intcrnational xents, our programme
willbe jacked with good c cues for cnjoying your Trivmph. And our
cver expandir package of quality goods and scrvices offered at highly
comperitive rates means you will always have the product back-up your
siding plans dermand,

Bt dluyis olyjas b i inmbeeshi and fvaild 1550 eaf
abont son. e Tritmph and vonr RAT i ric
arthe clubs nternational headquarters?

iy horsrite o me

Future editions of "Torque' will come complete with & supplement
featuring news from your country in your own language, so make sure
you keep your national RAT representative up to date on your plans and

activities. Your national representative is based at your national Triumph

Iready working hard to make RAT the best motorcycle club in

the world. With your support | am confident we will achieve our goal
Good riding,

Neil Webster
Club N
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News

The who, what, where, when? of the world
of Triumph.

On Tour - Hidden Britain

One of England's most beautiful - and least
riumph's

exploréd zaccas is on the doorstep of
Hlinckley factory.
Discover the hidclen sccrets of Rutland.

. Show stoppers
We unveil Triumph’s nesy sports challengers.

14 Looking back

Today’s Triumph Fridens carries a fimous name

Roland Brown riés an original

'3 Behind the Scenes

A lgok inside Triumph's Hinckley factory.
Wetalk to residengfout guide Robért Browp,

2% Products and Services

What can the club do for you?

“The products and services we've lined

up for club members.

Keep on Trucking

Our new promotional rigs will soon be regular
<and

features at bike events throughout the U
Germany. We look behind the scencs at the work
that went into taking them from the drawing
board to reality




mternational

ke partin one of the dlasic internatonsl wine

news

Following a torch li parade of wine growers from

events with RAT. The runis being

church say the

timed to te in with s i

Nouveau in the French wine town of

gand

programme of
celebrations i being laid on
A authorities to

mark the unveiling of the

results of the year's labours
‘and we vill be

join n.
There.is no set route or

Come'to the
Beaujolais

When the fun i over we.
il be making our way back
€0 join the 12.45pm Cals
Dover ferry on Friday the

oy ama MY

evening of the 20th and have a good time.
Members from all councries ar welcome, but.
riders from

November 19 and 22.To book call 0990 920980 and.
quote the RAT booidng reference of 505

 saying you

are parc of the Run.

‘Webster can meet us on the 14.45 P&O Dover.Calais

e co stay for 2 second sct of celebrations on Sunday
Nowveau

ferry on Tuesday Nevember 19. November 24, The Fece d Beaujolais
in France we pi
i oight 95 Francs.
heading south for Vilefranche on Wednesday. Details of accommodation in the Villefranche area

November 20. Members may lie to meet up i the!
cown's ‘Sous-Prefecture’ Square at épm.

bained from the Beavjolais Tourism Off

calling (33) 74 02 22 00 or faxing (33) 74 02.22 09.
is ot of Lyon.

searting with 3
de Veglise (Ghiareh Square) a¢ Sprm, ollowsd by a
dinner and show in a heated marquee a¢ Tpm (entry
costs 330 Francs).

Race success

RIUMPH France chief Geraud du Chassin oined desler
Paul Boncu 0 take a Trumph X90'specil to victory in

the firs European Trophy

endurance race a¢ the

Magny Cours grand prix

May 20,

Afer qualiying on pole

position t the head of the

59 machine fild, they were

with the lesding group from the start. il taing the
Chequered fisg in the lesd sker more than five hours'racing.

an 01455 B91515. Don't forget it can be abit nippy in
‘November - even in the wine saaked parts of France -
o remomber the wnte goves and shermal

Club !othlng

XCLUSIVE sweatshirts and t-shirts have been

designed to aunch the range of RAT merchandis

‘With the sweatshirt available n green and the t-shiet in
white,both tems aee manufacured from premium quality
matcrials and carry the club logo.

Sweatshirs are avalable in large and extesbarge sizes,
with the tshirts coming in fashionable extra large only

Priced (in serling)ax £25 for the sweatshirt and £10 for
the tehire, boeh items can be ordered theough your
Triumph dealer



New horizons

‘ONG distance Triumph rider Nick Sanders is pliing t0 et new record for 3 Round the
World rp by road.
The hopes o

return 21 days ater having covered 18000 miles.
“The journey s the culminacon of  series of seven record acempes Nick has undertaken
with the support of Mobi Ols.
“The Mobil World Challenge' has already seen Nick snd his Triumph Daytons set fiv new
records.In une slone he
Frankfurtn x hours <o Paris i four hours.
Onjune 21 Gros run
from the tp of Cormal to th top of Scotand, aking 12 hours 54 minutes for the 874 mile
ourney
Leaving Europe betind, Nick spent ate July
atcemping to break the motorcycling rocord
between Tiera del Fuego in Argencinaad
Point Barrow n Alzsa - a 15000 il trek hé
compleca i 8 dys ~fve doys bexzer
han the previous record.
"Sugesss i ot 50 much 3b0u¢ outTght
specd s relailey and endurance?” explined

Nice
He wil ransmic mages, soundbices and 3

diary o the journey from an 1B Thinkpad PC

0 an ket sice dring th erip s cfforcs

Spring
Rally
11997

LANNING is alecady
inderweay for the 1997

programme of club events,
Make a date in the diary
o for the first Riders
Association of Triumph
Spring Rally which will be
held at Sanford Hall, near
Luteeworth, England, on

Sunday April 27,
Sitwated in the heart of
s —
from the Triumph fagtory.
Stanford Hall s dsily
teached by morgrway:
Setin superb landscsy
groundshetull s open 1o
the public and
otores

exhi
163 ro0ms as pirt of s per-

e8I
. o The Triumph roadshow
Triumphs of the stars ==
e will "B
opul ey g by Loves b s e 4 1990,5pce4 Tl Dkl Dy Lewh, f,‘v;;':,‘ll" FRIT
el e

move Copland The.
inCopland’and Stallone seams to have found 3 nw love with
In aﬁv:rmwyh movie news, The Bad Pack, n sction! dventure fim stsring Rebert Divi
Thunderbird snd

i
kdivedonrpemsanr bt ol ipumoblanti sl
il festure  biack Speed Tripe.

In the world of teig n

 Fashion
attack

N seies USA High' Also,
ook for 3 Trdent o sppes inth new syndicaed TV show calied Toe e
Briishtelvision star immy Nl wil be seen iding a Tumph n the lacet run of i it
Series Crocodile Shoes The Geordie actor and hison-sereen grfrend wil use Triumph
Thunderbirds in theprogrammes which wil be tlevised in the Autumn.

And st but not lesst. Meatoafs 1996 tour has vsiced many ites across the United S,
with Tromph
show and backstage pases to meet Meadoaf himsef.

His most recent video, 4 L forYou (And Thats th Truth)" estured the Thunderbird

-
 [riormrend

a0 plan €0 use spin-off
publcy macerisl n the rest
ofther 600 srong chain of
| reca oudess




Insurance boost for |O=F8ird
Day

British riders

AJOR i

ments to Triumph's UK “Triumpheare' insurance schem have been
easing the mastmom avalble o claios discount o 3540 5

o by bk P T i ki B andsewinen by Lioyds of

8 Pt
ndy ried 3 novel

promoton, dechring June |

Nations| Thunderbird Day’
plan was to ensure

that very daalr i the

e pee cent for one
e o e ycars, 30 e e for v 0 pe e o o s, g 45 e cem
St fcr e oo

Thunderbird demonstrstion

Oueners o lder Hinckley bt Triumph models can
o it ot ket e Ty T3 o o o
years old

Riders who cover an anual milkage of ess SN 3000 rales con i o clairn
per cent discount, with a 15 per cent reductigh ollcrél 9 ridees who coves 3300 il or
cach ye

Wi morand v e gl e g Lo Mgl

advertised the event i their
local medi. Local publcty
wat then backed up
natonal press campaign and
the producion of 2 specal

ol aopecil tcoducon Toro A ik
o€ v i s i i IR
o e “Th pachageor | | B0k bacge andthe Trumph
bers ol ; (o covclng | | Tinderbi Doy g The
Grccn i Bond e e o e P
Vo et rode A Thuncertd
Pt vl e ) e g s ol
B O T on v o
M dcsier ook he

“Extra discouts for AT members. S poges 2021

Virgin choose | Mobile
Thunderbird units hit

EAT1O Vi s g e s s R E. O,

malor telovised publiciy drive in Belgium, using 3

1 e
Triumph Thundérbird as ts fogal polnc 9T
promotom,
PRomOEd in ewSpapers | e es workd debut a the

and magazines chroughout he | B Grand rc st
country.he bika was 84pEred | Dergurs Pk
intheVirgn megastore in o moble exibiion
Brussls and offred as he | unishave been bl o
imace prizs for a phone-n | bsedn e UK and 3
compeciion that culminced n_ | 3e<ond n Gormny Fesurig
a televised final, a range of machines.

The Thunderbird was
featured o the programme
troughout the tree week
un up 0 th i, when the etras who had bet

and desler promartions to
answered a selection of questions about mOWOrEYCNg | noduce th coropanys
came head to head for the 25 minute showdown. products o the publc.

‘The presentation of the machine to the winner was * See poge 10 for a behing
then made by rock scar Meadoafat the opening of the scenes ook ot the buiding
another Virgin megastore in the city. ofthe mobie exhibion valers.

chance 1 host 3 sausage
sicte’ (an sbbreviaed
barbecue) and an open day
for ther customers.
Care was taken to ensure

Charfcy and 2 idea was wel
P

s exposurd nelded
coversge n the prestgos
Sydney Morning Herald in
which used the Thunderbird
35 the cover story for s
Friday motoring supplement

Coverage vas sso
obiained in five rations!

publications and Motor Cycle

The idea proved such 3
success that i wil be
repeated in Ausrala in 1997,
on May 31



Triumph in Malaysua
AP s e
ot el s iy dtr g
et ek Pt i ey
o s ity ol o
B o 9 A i
e e i e et

which

RIUMPHS Thunderbird has been playing a key role
in the Budy Holly’ musical being performed in
Hamburg's harbour arca.
The bike s ridden on stage as part of the show, with
four moslls being supplicd by Triumph Germany and
maintained by dealer Udo Keller,

Triumph team jackets arc also worn by dancers i the

Sturgis Bike
Week 1996

HE Séth Annual highways, the facio of
Swighs BlackHils  motoreycles toars s
Rally welcomed back been more tha 2046~
Triumph Motoreyeles chis _ | oneswhil the South
August afer more thana  Dakota Highway Patrol
en y e, reports | ststies more
Enk Lothian of rumph than 1 000 bikes per hour
Motarcyles America inbound to Swrgsl
Toasorge x.ny is one ire of Swrgis s
of the mostly the histary 3nd

eraditon of the event, bt
also the chance.zo see.

muwrmw-u s
town of Sturgs, South

‘Dakotaand all of the Yo 2$HEES of
surrobinding towas of motbreyclingWhedher ic
more than 50.miles away. .| vas the various races,the.
become one gigantic chance to meet and ride

has nearly doubled to October 216
almost 300000 peoplet | October &
Originaly formed asa | S0 ¢
. etober 120
local motorcyclists club. | Orober 12.13
Sturgis now includes
motoreycle enthusiasts Ocober 1927

from al over the world
with diferent ifestyles.

Octaber 27
have never. November 1-4
attended the Scurgis Raly, | November 3
youmsy not believe he | Norerber 217
sea of motorcycles tha Nevmber 2124
i Novber 29 Decenber8

December 7-15
South Dakota. On the

Triumphs and were very

wih 50 Fhany differenc
people thenigh time  pleased to see Triumph
colebrations,or an. back in the States.
oppartunty o tes ride Over 300 free
motoreycles ncluding, | demonstraton rides were
Trumphs,chorais aways | provided by Triumph ang
plonty o do ac Sargs. Joh Backer from AcTech
The main accraction of  Cycles i Soux Falls, SD,
Sturgiis on Main Sereet. |+ was on hand o help
Possbly photographed. | | answer questons and
other ordert from
cown n the United Scafes,  happy cuscomers for their

Main'Soreet s open only
© motsreycles that are

Triumph Motorcycle
America i already looking
forward to the 57ch
Annual Seurgs Rally next
August, and we hope
586 you all there 0 share
e with 55, Be e to ook
for the Triumph-trafr fort
specal Member
parking during the Rally.

olegne
e Run and Show, Oukon Park,Cheshir,
Spmihoundof WordSprie lamgons Absee
Sydney Motor Sho

Teaumph Sp«‘ﬂnp\n Chtenge s ound.Donirgon Pk
Leicesersh

Ber Moo Show:

Australin Road Race Grand Pix. Exstern Cresk

Amsterdam Hotorcyde Show.

Australan round of World Superbika Championsip, Pl Istind







U can ride your Triumph the  Rutland is now on the verge of
length of England's sceect county’  regaining county sanding.
inless than an hour Itsan cxhilarating  Those two.miles take the rider
experience that takes in fast flowing  from the dark ages 10 the industrial

bends, swooping rises and flls and  age. The fist feature you meet in
lorious scencry. I¢s also a ride that  Oakham s the railway crossing, with
takes you_back,theough almost 1500 an impressiv iron footbridge erected
years of hisory. i 1901, The signal bos by the crossing

B the counry from the Hosth i the orginal model for the ‘Hornby
aftr leaving the Teiceserhice mark ¢ hat has been 3
o of Melon-Moywbray = itself Nirain sts for decades
fimous e the delcacics o porkpies |\ “The Filway com@@ihe 1wl in
e Seton ehesse dndgou are immie” 184S and brovught 4 premature cnd 10
diaely plungeitiatg s world a the hopes forthe town's canal.fik.,
thratheld of the story of the which runs paralll it before
Fgish mar cusering the bultup arcs

c of model

ping Canflict bevyeen
through a serics of investors in the
hard two cfval forms

of ransportled o

the ity

being forced to
u,m oy 5 he o of Rudles  llow  wide seping out beween
old  Melton Mowb akha
thatched Cottagesy large manor house  Staplcford Park - the property of onc
dating from before the Englih Civil  of the biggest stakeholders in
Wi 4518 G-t ke hodse Bulle Ui cang),
i ghe 1660, Bin ghesary jogs moch | Stapleford Park is today i of the
faftheebath thah that, countryls best_knotncount?y house
Gnce the northern Timie of the hotcs and & superb sopping pornt for
mediacval Royal Forest of Ruland, a  the tourer sccking something very
Playground for kings and nobilty, the  special, Country house hospitaliy and.
ige's name stems from the first  excellent food is also available at
phase of Anglo-Saxon settlement - Hambleton Hall, set in # stunning
perhaps s carly as the sith century. location 10 the south-cast of Oakbam.
Lesving Langham, the main toad  overlooking Rurland Water - Europe's
largest man-made lake
Barleythorpe before reaching the  Oskham town centre holds plenty
‘county’ town of Oakham some two of reminders of is long history. The
miles e 12th century casle, built in 1191 is one
umy’ is qualified, Rutland of the country's finest cxamples of
being demoted from county to distict Norman secular architecture and s
status in 2 local government reshuffle st surrounded by the remais of the
in the 19705, but after spending almest  carthworks erected by the invaders
a quarter of 5 century as a reloctant  from France, while the mediacval
part of neighbouring Leicesershire,  Buter Cross in the centee of the sull




malcontcrc
These gory geminders of 4 Sielcit
pastare cuscendy being rcsord andie
is hoped 10 teturn them to theie
tradivonal homc in the near future,
The market place e sill echoss
the original layout of the maiscval
mark large
cuangular Ranking
impressive church has now. been

oW plark

Oakham Manor, perched majesiclly
on 4 buff of fand overlooking the

Burle
¥ of the
oded i the

A superb examp

ominated the former

skirted by the Oakham

o -

» Uppingham

the twouble to divert into the

Robin  Hood

e behind when he

some of the ancient villge

35 if they could have witnessed the

Normantcn Churchwas vt sbemr
R e T € bt 8

oad 3¢ i swoops down it the old
Ghash yalley

and up Tonghe AR
Miges 98 Editiy
Westbn andJitsht achocs &f pre
Norghan Conquest Britain,

Wadh s oots i the shacin up of
the Midland: between the

occupiéd byike

Anglo

quecns of England.
B’ \Weston



jesvels in Rutland’s crown. The market

golden stone buildings dating f

4 Well scrved by pubs, hotels and

festaurants, Uppingham has retain

imich of the charm that has been lost at
traffic choked Oskham. It i also an

excellent bunting ground for second.

hand book lovers.

Our ride through Rutland now
entees its most exciting phase. The
road out of Uppingham climbs up
the crest of the northern edge of the

spectacular Welland Valley. The
village of Stoke Dry - home of one of < resefboir the Eye Valleys This nabosy
Guy Fawkes' fellow Gunpowdér “stretehfiater has s ooy wiclly
Plowtess and a cusmoured centzc of 10 la¥ing berrTe-of.the (raipifg

a0d 170h ccnviey Catholic dischson’ | grounde or the famous Dig Busters
Sits 0 the ight ofthe road, secontl war bombing iision.

Bejond Stoke Dy As the oud spoc up throu
. lics another  scris of tsing,offcanber downbill

sits Rockingham Casde with its
arendant villge siting ¢ s et
Aspeciaculasbuikling fistexcecd
by the dnvading Normans, then
besicged  and | eaptured | by
Parkiamentaryforces doring therCivil
Was, i is sill a famly home, contin-

the s Seon ravay et

the_cast, before. dropping, quickly
dowen inta thevilage of Galdecor:

Ry a the southéen cip’ of
R

the _high
Biderin ch
disance

ng; .
wwtiquesand open tothe public daring
the summer o

Our teip bas covered hundreds of
et of British hiscory. Tken at rop
peed it may have taken half an hour
Savaured and valued it could bave

occupied weeks,

For further information contyet the
Rurtand Tourise {nfogmation Centre
oa0is7 724529










I éellght

e e e bt of s e for 8 s of
century. Roland Brown borrowed a superb 1975 version to get

ofa classic British seventies superbike. Pictures by Jack Burnicle.

HE sun was shining, the Trident

was running perfectly and [ was
hily L taking it back to s ovence
the perfectexcuse fora last, ot ride.

When a gip sppeared i the traffic
1 glanced oveay shoul, msm
down + gear and accclerated into the
ousios Lane of the dul cariageyay
This was the final Spportunicy foe the
g Triumph o show it clas, and it
didnot disappoint,

With the theottlc wouad back the
Trident pulled bard. e engine feclng.
stronger and srongee as the revs rose. |

changed into top gear st an indicated
100mph and the tacho needlc dropped
back to 6000rpm, the bike still
g gy o | coched o
g i

oY b o
Bk

g 0
Ictandsight withconience mpiing
soldit. On the following straight it
held an indicarcd %mph with case,
exhaust note lost o the wind, plenty of
power in hand, the unfaired machinc's
narrow,almost lat handlchars giving
ood rding. posiion for high speed
cruising

This was genuine_superbike
performance from a machinc which,
unsilthe arrival of the Hinckley built
Triumphs, represented the pinnacle of
mas produced Briish motarcycling,

The T160 was launched in 19

a desperate attempt 1o make the




Trident model a success, following
disappointing sales of the original

TIS0 verson. €

npletly restyled and

with over 200 mechanical modifica

tions,the T160 was thebike that belat

edly dragged Triumph into the
The revamped Trident could

hardly have been introduced at  more

difficult time for Norton Villiers

Triumph, the group that owned the
N

ot argies: 45wl a5

By the mid sevenics, Britan's once
great motoreycle industry was in
1974, NVT made

a loss of several million pounds. In the

fnancial ro

“Arguably thefned
Tvident's nfost
important featurc

Unlike the vertical T150 motor, but

Tike that of BSA's simila Rocket 3, the

the layout of which

new steel frame
owed much to Triumph's works

production racers  including
legendary ‘Stippery Sam’

The twin lower frame tubes were
auised for improved
ground clearance, the
in st higher and
1
the swingarm was

The

further forward a

lengthencd.
front forks
slightly_stcepersand, shoricr than

most wmportant festare
was i siing, which
kg e 15
angalar fucl tan
with 1

counded 22
tanky fiaished in

wide
liere

buile  not
Meriden, bt st the | g5 ing gy g nell) | sithered with
BSA factory in Small ' white  flashes  or

Heath, Birmingharn,

T surprivingly good

i sicooled, 740ke pushrod e

was bascally that of the IS cril

that had been launched in 1969, incor

porating 3 number of modifca
i Topong e b o

) eadeet Bt had helped
Honda's CB750.to outsell the T150 by
s huge margi

Other engine

Juring the previous six

¢k o garange e k' o

box had been upr

et o s i, e

e single plte clutch and an increase

o from 825

51

The exhaust system was also new,
with four down pipes and twin Norton
syle silencers, but the tiple’s peak

output was an unchanged 53bhp at

alternatscly whie
yellow on the slightly

Smalicrexport version.

Alor ith thesanted enginc, e
Hromed fcont gidguard, side fancls,
scat and exhause system, the tank
elped give the T160. togally differenc
andvery Ramdsome sppesrince

Thar §s lech o i

naculate machine, owned and

i

el

restored by Brian Sirickland of

Radl
Brian i former CCM, Armstrong

e, ncar Manchestcr,

and Cotion engineer, who also

viously carned 3 living building
4D-Type

brand new C-Type and
ears. He bought a 12,

from America as  bos of bits, after it

bad been stripped
nexer happened.

The owner had given
restoree who'd drunk the  initial
payment away.shea asked for sore
Strckland recalls. “The
10 iy and took the bike back, but he
Wash 't cver goIRgHD reascanbleit

I would have becn lost i L hadn't
T

R L
fugned out to be & small shim in the
geatbon. Scveral thousind pounds and
fcveral hundred hours work late, the
Tridentis in UK spec
the bigger tank and only the relcctors

 hinting a its American
origins) and looks cleaner than when it
left the factory

Ny fise mpression sfer dnbing




bosd v ht the Tiden F iy

o

decidedly heavy. At 22

i weigh 18k e o she T1S0
more than most. modern superbikes,
and much of that weight is carried
high

The riding position is typical of a

European bike of the 705, pull

raised bars with their squidgy
Triumph grips

warning light

tacho looks unexceptionsl, but this is

the first time the Trident had featured
s neutral light
Normally you'd hit the button to

Perad s

on-standard components of Brian's
bike s a smaller battery (the anly other
departure from standard s his use of a

modern Orring chain), so he generally

usesthe kick startr.

Best bet is 1o tickle the
auter two 27mm Amal
carbs, then give
gentle dab on the
lever tosend the tiple
burbling into lfe with
s fairly muted but

derfully disincive

ing theee cylinder
sound from it pipes.

Unlike.somebikes,the 160
didn'tseca o shed much of
nce unlcrway, nd fel ather ponder
ous atslowsspecds

i townit-was-sell balanced
the supple suspension and

cighe

“Normally
you'd hit the
button to start

the engine..

snatch-free transmission allowing casy
manocusring through traffic. But on
sty country roads the Triumph's

combination of narrow handicbars,

laid back 28 degree steering

angle (one degree steper
TIS0) an

Toreeul riding sl
and didn't cxactly
Provided it was given a

firm hand at the bars,
though, the Trident always
obeyed the rider's instructians and the
same was even more true at the higher

which the triple was better

221 year old bike fhe
suspension s cxcallet, sosking vp
‘mostbur: andallowing the Trumph
0 swccp screnely throw

o cvevesdhat woulkd e ot many

fast man

contemporary rvals into wobble
The TI60' othereyele prss played

thei parts well 100, The paicof I9inch

improved
ground clearance. And although the

front brake was only 1 single 254mm
dise, this bike's soft compound pads,
by the similar v dic, lowed

the ey Bk egsorlably sl

1f the TH60's b

h speed handling
it was the three

eylinder engine that gave the Trident

would pull crisply, i not particularly

urgenty, from below 30mph in

nd kept the

wards the 8000rpr lmi,
Revved hard the Trdent was a

thrlling bike to ride, its top end



scecleration matching most bikes on
in 1975, The 120 degree

the ro:
engine was by no means completcly
smoath, buzzing enough to tingle my
feet through the pegs, but it had 3
losely rey happy feel that cncouraged

youto keepit spinning.

And although its 58bhp maximuen
scems moderate. now, the Triumph
was, and sl s, capable of covering
large distances at speeds well in excess

of the legal limit

Back in 75 Bike magurine was
disappointed 3t the thirsty Triden's
36mpg fucl consumption, but
impresied by the 126mph one way top

ncedle buricd in the red in top gear

Sadly the Briish bike was ot
compeiitive s it sccmed. Sevesal fears
aer it was discovered that the test

s motor, had | been tripped
and Blueprintcd by Triumph's
experimental  depsrument in
desperate stcimpe o keep up with the
Japanesc opyition.
Suelysacice were ot cnough o,
make the Trider  success, prty e
ing financial
cted qualin

to Trimph's_mou

problems, which a

o, cesuli g i some uneliabliy
\ TI6U' price s high wor At
21§ costover £100 mre tha
onda's CBTSO Despiee, that, ab
P e i g PRy
offtha. year NVT \was
receive \\,m he Sl Heath factory
was! about g0 besclased and the only
Teiumphe ill in production were the
Bonneville tvins being bud by the
Meriden workes' co-operative

The Co-vp struggled o for several
more years before finaly closiog. bt it
could be srgued thas the last hope for

the old British motoreycle industry

really dissppeared when the Trid

was abandoned. ~-

Over a decade late, of course the
new Triumph company was reborn
with 3 completly fresh rangec i s
fing that John Bloor's firm should
name its_unfaired_thice o
roadserthe Trident,afterthe - original
Teiumph rm's best, and arguably
only, ruc supes

e e, v 10001185 v




Behind

the scenes

Triumph's Hinckley factory is a superb shop window for the company's

products. Every week over 300 people get the chance to take a look behind

the scenes. Sometimes they see more than they bargained for ...

RIUMPH are proud of their  Its x tour that follows the  machine fresh of the pr

factory. So proud that every day  manufacturing processfrom thearrival  being started up, rid

they throw the doors of the hi tech  of raw materials and components,

Hinckley faiiy open tothe public.  through the machining, painting and  theough the gears o the equivalent of
On most working days, two partes  nishing shops to the state of the art  78mph.

of up 1020 people ae taken behind the  asscanbly lie. s & process that skes place up to

scenes to sec how the company makes The finsl piece of the figsaw fits 70 times a day during a normal shif,

motoreyeles into place when the visitors witess a but it never fais to impress,



“The best partofthe tours s sccing,
peoples” faces light up as we go

around,” says full time tour guide

sceptical
hiaking. bt e
just asscmble bits
and picces and
when theyssee the

hard 1o comprehend
the complexity of the production
process without secing it first handy o

people tend 1o take it for grantcdl

Sceing what is entailed in trning o
bike from raw stecl to a working
machine soon changes sl that.
Robjoined the company in October
195, S then e st e has e
drownd 750 toles With Brobnd 10

the fact that some people come back
time

nd time again to repeat the
experience.

guy in particular has been
sbot cight times and plenty have been
back two or three times,” says Rob.
“That's notas odd s it may seem. The
factory has seen some big changes even

sine I came and they are sill going on,

Sometimes | take a party round and
there’sa new machine tool in place that
wasn'there the day before
“Preparations for production of the
1997 models i particular has meant

some major changes in recent months

it can be
tricky when there
are pew or

experimental.

items..."

Aregomare and ivs been fun
i g 1o change my
nachwwis cxplanations to it in

with them,

“The basic route
and seript remain the same, but | have
flesible. 1 ch
production plan with the varions

1o be cck out the
secton leaders and adapt the route to
make sure we visi certain areas of the
factory when somerhing intercting i+
happening.

“It can be wricky when there are
new or experimental items being
worked on, but thetruth s that there s

so_muchgoing,on_and most
visitags. aten't tsed

secing the companéine:
i theit raw, form, o/
hey..don't realise
e

secing.
Bven b,

semember taking a
wroup

st a5 & prorotype framc from « ew

fresh and exciting for our visitors, |
never forget tht for most people this is
their fisc visit o our actory and that it

is an important occasion for both them

port

After o preliminary bricfing, a
visiors are issued with headphones
which cnable them to hear Rob's
comments above the noisc of the busy
facory.

Then ics out into the factory and
the chance 1o sce cverything from
goods inwards, 1o the machine shop,
paint and chrome shops and assembly
line AND engine number 0000001
the first ever produced at the Hinckley
factory.

A question and answer session
rounds off the tour, which will have

e azound o houss andsaichmore
about Triumph and the company’s
produces than 2 brochure could aycr
havedone

Places o fictarystours can|be

booked through UK ealers for

the _nacional disibusor for
gtacas cuse et

“Atleast ¢ belps meto keep thinge
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ROADSHOW.

Editors

external exhibitions and

of ad ho falls. but we
decided that seing up our
own mobile unie would
5ive us a_more coherent
way of dalfg things.

"It had €0 have impact
and bebig, buc at e same

exhibition unit - it is 3

Bl ek oo
Grand Prix. s

witnesses to a debut appearance.
Mick Doohan's shaven head may have
surprised people more than his S00ce

win,but the presence of Triumph's
new promotional roadshow was 3

real world firse

Contining,

Triple Connect

displays of machines,

on clothing and gen-

uine Triumph accessoris, the 60 foot
tailer and cab ateracted hundreds of
visitors to its site overlooking the
Starkey' section of the crcuit

of a pair of units built to
cater for Bridish and German events,
the traller was the result of months
of joinc planning by Triumph and

spdeialise, corchbuilders Torton
Bodies

“The concept was (o extend the
success of our factory tour
programme by taking a piece of the
factory to the public” exphined UK
sales and markedng manager Bruno
Taglaferri, who was involved in the
project from the outset

"The brief was to design a mobile
railer that promoted our image and
values, was highly visible and bulc co
the highest standards. We wanted it
to accommodate disphy machines,
clothing and accessories a5 well as
allowing us the opportunity to talk to
the public sbout the factory.

"We had previously operated

Other companies'-units
\were also studied. Some.
suchvas 3dhree floor Land Rover unit
which takes two cays to set up, were
00 complicated, others provided an
office style environment of closed

eting rooms but were judged to
be too restrictve,

To ensure the unit was open and
inviting to visitors it was therefore.
decided to use an open plan format
with two sets of stairs for access.

dealers and atcending discussion
sessions before presening their



TrRiumpH

proposals and costings.
Afeer three

i /A
work, the conseruction contract was.
awarded o Telford based Torton.
Bodies in January 1996, Then came a
long process of evolution, wit
Triumph projset mansger Andrew
Fearne lizising can-
stanty with Torton

print to final build
stages.

“Ic was a long and
painstaking process -
especially. a5 we

Becided %o buid cwo unicst |

but the esult s hat we ot | Chris Wills and Gary
wanted” says Mr_MeDannell il look after the Brissh
unics day-co-day. operadions, with

“Triumphcustomer _ service

remainder of 1996 and much of 1997
already tied up.

“We wanted 2 vehicle that would
help us increase awareness of the
company and its products amongst a
wider public and we think the units
will do that fob for us," added Mr
Tagaferri




If convention is not your cip of tea, then you may well find a new partner
in the Triumph Adventurer. A 900t triple, this distinctive machine wears
its soul on the outside.

The American influence is self evident, nothing is conventional on this
Triumph High rise bars, Single seat, megaphone exhaust and ducktail rear
mudguard create an uricompromising.appearance highlighted by cofour
schemes originated by Triumph in the early 60's.

The detail and quality of this bike deserves a closer look. An evocative
tank badge, tail lamp, side panel badge and tank knee pads are just some of
the finer points that make this street cruiser a genuine Triumph.

A full range of factory accessories mean it can stay a genuine Triumph
t00, however far you want to take it.

chey, Lecesterhire, LETO 385,




